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— ooOoo — 

Of  all  the  gardens  in  the  world,  none  can  "be  more  cheering  than  a  summer 
vindow  box  v/ith  bright  flowers  blooming  just  outside  the  window  pane.    A  window 
hi  garden  can  decorate  both  the  outside  and  the  ins±de  of  a  house.    And  almost  any- 
one can  have  one.    Whether  you  live  in  an  apartment  or  in  a  shack  on  the  dessert, 
you  can  still  fasten  a  flower  box  on  your  window  sill  and  raise  a  few  flowers  of 
your  own.    And  even  if  you  have  acres  of  garden  land,  you  can  enjoy  some  extra 
olooms  just  outside  the  window. 

So  here1  s  some  advice  for  the  window-box  gardener.     First,  about  the  box.  It 
|?enerally  looks  best  if  it  is  about  as  long  as  the  window  is  wide  and  is  fastened 
Jon  the  sill  or  just  below  it.     If  you  have  a  stone  or  brick  sill  wide  enough  to  hold 
rse  box,  you  may  prefer  to  set  the  box  there.    You  can  buy  metal  or  wooden  window 
Iwxes  and  paint  them  any  color  that  harmonizes  with  your  house.    But  be  sure  they 
^ve  holes  in  the  bottom  for  drainage. 

Now  about  the  soil  for  the  box.    Use  medium  heavy  soil  what  gardeners 

Ispealc  of  as  soil  with  "good  body,"  because  it  holds  moisture  well.    Moisture  is  one 
I- the  problems  in  window-box  gardening.    Light  soil  dries  out  too  rapidly.  Put 
•■-—a  stones  or  broken  flower  pots  over  the  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  box  to  keep 
•ae  holes  open  for  drainage.    Then  fill  the  box  with  a  mixture  of  3  parts  loam  to 
1  part  old  rotted  manure.     In  order  to  keep  moisture  in  the  box,  leave  some  space 
tae  top  to  catch  and  hold  water.     The  level  of  the  soil  after  the  plants  are  in 
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should  be  at  least  half  an  inch  below  the  edge  of  the  box.     If  the  box  is  too  full, 
the  water  will  run  off  instead  of  going  down  into  the  soil. 

In  dry  or  windy  weather  water  the  box  every  day.     In  rainy  weather  you  may 
not  need  to  water  at  all.    At  other  times  watering  2  or  3  times  a  week  may  be  enough. 
Just  be  sure  the  soil  always  feels  damp  to  tho  touch. 

As  for  the  flowers  you  choose  for  this  little  garden,  the  best  ones  are  hardy, 
low-growing  varieties  that  bloom  profusely  all  summer.     Some  trailing  plants,  such 
is  the  cascade  or  drooping  varieties  of  petunia,  soften  the  sharp  lines  of  the  box. 
I  Plants  with  plenty  of  attractive  foliage  are  good  choices,  too.    And,  of  course,  you 
nant  those  that  insects  don'  t  find  too  tempting.    You  can  suit  your  colors  to  the 
background  of  your  house  and  arrange  to  have  a  blue  and  gold  garden,  or  a  red  and 
nhitc  garden,  or  a  pink  and  violet  one,  as  you  please.    Many  people  like  an  old- 
fashioned  mixture  of  all  colored  bright  blooms. 

Or.  the  north  side  of  the  house  begonias  do  particularly  well  in  a  window  box. 
the  varieties  with  arrow-shaped  leaves  are  nice  for  their  foliage.  And  you  can  have 
fnar  choice  of  pink,  red  or  white  blooms. 

The  coleus  is  another  excellent  plant  for  a  window  box,  and  does  well  in 
either  shade  or  sun.     It  has  attractive  variegated  foliage  with  mintlike  spikes  of 
ossoms. 

Many  people  also  like  the  old-fashioned  geranium  in  window  boxes  with  its 
pink  or  white  blossoms  and  fragrant  foliage. 
In  a  box  that  gets  plenty  of  sun,  petunias  will  bloom  all  summer  long, 
'tfunias  have  rose  or  purple  or  white  single  and  double  blossoms.     The  cascade  type 
*  a  favorite  for  window  box  use. 

-hen,  for  a  mass  of  white  blossoms  remember  the  sweet  alyssum,  always  such  a 
r^rtte  for  garden  borders.    Like  the  petunia  sweet  alyssum  is  an  annual  which  you 

Ik 

S^ow  from  seed.     Its  flower  is  a  dainty  little  white  fragrant  bloosom.     It  is 


■ 
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very  hardy  and  does  well  in  both  sun  and  shade.    To  get  a  mass  effect  from  this 
flower,  sow  the  seeds  thickly.     It  blooms  from  spring  until  fall. 

Then  there  are  asters  to  give  your  box  large  blooms  in  shades  of  blue,  white, 
and  purple. 

If  you  have  a  very  well -shaded  box,  you  can  also  use  ferns  which  give  the 
soft  lacy  foliage  that  no  other  kind  of  plant  has. 

If  you  use  these  plants  in  your  window  boxes,  you  should  have  very  little 
trouble  with  insects.    Begonias  and  coleus  and  alyssum  aren't  bothered  much  with 
insects.    Sometimes  there' s  a  little  trouble  with  aphics  but  nicotine  sulphate 
spray  will  take  care  of  them.    Ferns  sometimes  have  mealybugs  but  you  can  easily 
wash  those  off. 

So  now,  let'  s  just  run  over  the  chief  points  for  window-garden  success, 
-•irst,  have  good  drainage  in  the  bottom  of  the  box.     Second,  use  fairly  heavy  soil 
that  will  hold  moisture.     Third,  water  frequently  enough  to  keep  the  soil  damp. 
And  fourth,  choose  such  plants  as  begonias,  coleus,  geranium,  petunias,  asters  and 
sveet  alyssum. 

Once  more  let  me  remind  you  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  two  good 
-ree  bulletins  for  flower  gardeners.     One  is  "Herbaceous  Perennials,"  Farmers' 

letinNo.  1381.     The  other  is  "Growing  Annual  Flowering  Plants, "  Farmers'  Bul- 
letin No.  1171.     Both  of  these  are  free  for  the  asking  from  the  Department  of 
^iculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 


